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Globalization and Prostitution 

 
Nineteenth-century globalized prostitution 
 
Both the nineteenth and twentieth century iterations of global capitalist consolidation brought widespread cross-
border sexual trading of women and girls, and to a lesser extent boys. The nineteenth century trade took four 
historically recognisable forms: 1) the transport of women into and within prostitution markets in colonial 
jurisdictions, such as European women shipped to South American colonies (Guy, 1991) and Nigerian women 
taken to the Gold Coast (Aderinto, 2015); 2) the shipping of women abroad for the purpose of venture capital 
raising, as in the case of Japanese women transported to Southeast Asia (Shimizu, 1997) and 3) the trading of 
women by entrepreneurs taking advantage of commercial and military hubs established by their countrymen 
abroad, such as Chinese women taken to the United States (Hirata, 1979) and Japanese women transported to 
occupied Manchuria (Howell, 2004). Fourthly, legalised prostitution districts in countries like France and 
Belgium meant there was significant transport of women out of, for example, England, because of profits to be 
made in state-regulated jurisdictions (Machen, 2011). Overall, the nineteenth century sexual trading of women 
and girls did not reach the scale of that of the twentieth century, but its structural features are today 
recognisable in terms of trafficking, and its number of victims was significant, as summarised by Rachael 
Attwood (2015): 
 

By the 1890s, in line with mass migration from Europe following the Long Depression and the 
increasing persecution of Jews in and beyond the Pale of Settlement, a series of global trafficking 
networks was established that would flourish over subsequent decades. Hundreds of women were 
systematically transported from Continental, and particularly Eastern Europe, to destinations such as 
Johannesburg, Alexandria, Calcutta and Buenos Aires, and subjected to prolonged sexual exploitation in 
a lucrative multi-ethnic and multi-denominational trafficking industry (p. 330). 

 
The nineteenth century trade at the time was significant enough to be recognised as an humanitarian 
emergency. From the late 1800s, it came to be condemned in terms similar to those evoked for the Atlantic 
African slave trade by so-called ‘social reformers’, including women’s and child welfare groups, Jewish 
groups, Quakers and Christians. Socialistic thought was influential among them; in 1848 the Manifesto of the 
Communist Party had called for the ‘abolition of the community of women springing from ... prostitution both 
public and private’.  Humanitarian mobilisation against the trade began in Britain and extended to Europe, and 
eventually reached as far as Japan (Shibahara, 2014). This activism is historically well known in the 
transnational campaigning of Josephine Butler. After founding the International Abolitionist Federation in 
1875, and before her death in 1906, Butler achieved extraordinary success in mobilising women in a number of 
different European countries against prostitution who she then worked with in the League of Nations to enact a 
treaty against the international traffic. Sheila Jeffreys (2009) describes this history broadly as 
 

a successful international campaign by women’s groups and others against state regulation of 
prostitution from the late 19th century onwards…[that] intensified through the League of Nations 
committee on trafficking in persons between the two world wars and culminated in the 1949 Convention 
on Trafficking in Persons and Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others (p. 2). 

 
The groups and individuals who influenced the League of Nations and its drafting of treaties preceding the 
1949 Convention understood trafficking as a trade in women and girls for prostitution. This coalition sought, as 
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Magaly Rodriguez Garcia (2012) writes, to 'perfect...a "global prohibition regime" against international sex 
trafficking and the direct or indirect recruitment for prostitution that endures to this day' (p. 98). Rodriguez 
Garcia explains that, after much discussion, they fixed upon the word ‘trafficking’ to refer to the international 
sex trade in order that the fullest possible range of its proponents--including pimps, brokers, touts, and 
procurers, to be collectively referred to as ‘traffickers’--might be captured in measures against it. Members 
were anxious their work reach as far as possible into the business of prostitution to effectively combat 
trafficking. To this end, via the League of Nations Anti-trafficking Committee, they 'insisted on the necessity of 
obtaining detailed information about national legal systems with regard to commercial sex and about the 
prostitution milieu in general' (p. 105). Subsequent international fact-finding missions led to the drafting of 
treaty provisions that reflected remarkable knowledge of the workings of the global sex trade. By 1927, 
Committee members saw trafficking as including 
 

direct or indirect procuration of one or more other persons [for prostitution]...[and] the cases in which 
girls have been procured and transported to become mistresses of wealthy men...also….certain cases of 
the procuring of women as entertainers and artists, and exploiting them for the purposes of prostitution 
in foreign countries... (Rodriguez Garcia, 2012, p. 107). 

 
Campaigners understood their work in the League of Nations as supplementing that previously done towards 
the 1926 Slavery Convention. As Carole Moschetti (2005) explains, one influential campaigner, Nina Boyle, 
'criticised the framers of the [slavery] Convention and Governments they represented for constructing the 
definition of "Slavery" in such a way that enabled the exclusion of forms of sexual slavery mostly affecting 
women and girls such as trafficking, prostitution and child marriage' (p. 136). According to Boyle, '[w]omen, 
unless they were wage earners, were virtually excluded from the definition'. She objected that, by couching the 
definition of slavery in such terms as 'none may own nor dispose of the person of a man, and more particularly 
the person of a wage-earner', the Convention effectively allowed that 'the person of a woman may be lawfully 
and properly owed and disposed of so long as she be not a recognised wage-earner' (Moschetti, 2005, p. 136). 
Anti-trafficking campaigning in the nineteenth century therefore functioned essentially as a gendered anti-
slavery movement. 
 
Twentieth-century globalized prostitution 
 
This history of the nineteenth century traffic and the campaigning it provoked sheds light on the subsequent 
twentieth-century trade and its contemporary political response. As a bridge to that past, the 1949 Convention 
still holds today, and so the United Nations formally condemns, for example, anyone who ‘Procures, entices or 
leads away, for purposes of prostitution, another person, even with the consent of that person’, ‘Exploits the 
prostitution of another person, even with the consent of that person’, ‘Keeps or manages, or knowingly finances 
or takes part in the financing of a brothel’ and ‘Knowingly lets or rents a building or other place or any part 
thereof for the purpose of the prostitution of others’. Outside of the Convention, however, this nineteenth-
century (anti-prostitution) view of trafficking today has weak currency. Instead, it is now believed, as 
articulated in 2012 by the former United Nations Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially 
women and children, that ‘...there are dangers in associating trafficking in persons exclusively with sex 
trafficking, not least of these being the stereotyping of victims of trafficking as only women forced into 
prostitution or working in the sex industry’ (Ezeilo, 2012, p. 4). Accordingly, bodies like the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) now rarely refer to the sex trade in their monitoring reports on 
trafficking. 
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The fashion now is to understand trafficking for the purpose of prostitution as heinous only alongside equal (or 
greater) concern shown crimes of forced labour in industries like construction, farm-work, and household 
service. It is alleged that narrowly understanding trafficking as a crime intrinsic to the business of prostitution is 
selfishly specific because a ‘focus on women and children who are trafficked for sexual exploitation can affect 
the identification and assistance of other trafficked individuals, particularly men’ (Alvarez & Alessi, 2012, p.  
143). These ‘individuals’ are not merely overlooked but positively shut out of consideration when advocates go 
about ‘inserting sex into trafficking’, and orchestrating ‘the exclusion of other categories of trafficking and 
other categories of victims’, as one anthropologist writes (Peters, 2013, p. 221). Seeing trafficking as 
intrinsically linked to prostitution represents, moreover, an attempt by advocates to draw unwarranted attention 
to their cause through peddling ‘sensationalized morality tales of sexual abuse—highlighting lurid or disturbing 
cases’, it is claimed (Weitzer, 2014, p. 7). Much of this contemporary view is underwritten by the United 
Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children, 
commonly known as the ‘Palermo Protocol’, which was enacted in the year 2000. While this instrument still 
classifies trading for prostitution as a special category of trafficking crime, and retains an understanding of 
trafficking as achieved through the ‘abuse of power or a position of vulnerability’, it newly incorporates ‘forced 
labour’ into industries like agriculture and hospitality into the definition of trafficking. This innovation at the 
turn of the century represents a fundamental break with the past and renders contemporary campaigning against 
trafficking no longer recognisable as a gendered anti-slavery movement. 
 
At the same time that western governments and international organisations moved away from concern about 
trafficking in terms of the prostitution of women and girls, there developed in the twentieth century a global sex 
trade so large that comparisons with the nineteenth century became almost specious. Today, reports of the 
European Parliament describe, conservatively, a 21 million-person trade where ‘[s]exual exploitation is the 
main purpose...both globally and in Europe’, and in which, in the EU, ‘figures for sexual 
exploitation...represent...69% of victims (95%...women and girls)’ (Voronova & Radjenovic, 2016, p. 10). 
These figures show a dramatic expansion in the business of prostitution as having occurred in the half-century 
since, among other historical factors, the lifting of capital controls with the end of the Bretton Woods system in 
the early 1970s. Kathleen Barry (1981) first described this reprised trade in women and girls as ‘sexual slavery’ 
in 1979, but emphasised it was not the case that ‘international authorities d[id] not [earlier] know about these 
practices which violate the human rights of women’ (p. 45). Rather, 
 

they refuse[d] to act against these violations or to expose them. For example, in 1974 the General 
Secretariat of the International Police Organization, INTERPOL, prepared and submitted to the United 
Nations a report on the ‘Traffic in Women’ (Barry, 1981, p. 45). 

 
The trade that was left unacted upon in the late 1960s and in the 1970s included women organised for sex 
tourism by Japanese men in Taiwan and South Korea (Norma, 2014), Vietnamese and Thai women prostituted 
by US military men during the American war on Vietnam, (Boczar, 2015) and German women traded to 
German men and British NATO troops in places like Hamburg (Sneeringer, 2009). In the 1980s it included the 
sex tourism of European, Japanese and American men in Thailand and the Philippines (Matsui, 1999), and 
extensive sex trading in Latin American countries where, as one aid worker reported, in Peru, ‘about half of the 
one million adult prostitutes are in fact minors working with false identification cards’, and, in Bogota alone, 
there was a ‘500 percent increase in child prostitution among children aged eight to thirteen years old between 
1986 and 1993’ (Beyer, 1995, p. 36). 
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While innumerable historical links to wartime and prewar systems of prostitution and trafficking exist for these 
examples, Josh Sides (2009), in a discussion of prostitution in post war San Francisco, points to factors 
nonetheless making the twentieth century trade fundamentally different from that of the past: 
 

[T]he sex district of the 1960s and 1970s was not simply a relic from the first half of the twentieth 
century but rather a fundamentally new phenomenon. Infused by the libertinism of the sexual 
revolution, the eroding legal criteria of 'obscenity,' and the immense profitability of pornography and 
other forms of commercial sexual entertainment, owners of sex businesses brought an element of 
explicit, public sexuality to the streets of San Francisco and other American cities that had not existed 
since the nineteenth century-and then only to a much lesser degree (p. 355).  

 
His assessment of factors prefacing the ‘immense profitability’ of the sex industry in the twentieth century, 
particularly in the rich world, is echoed in the 2009 publication The industrial vagina: The political economy of 
the global sex trade, which similarly suggests that 
 

[t]he forces that enabled the pornography industry to develop from a marginal activity, a secret men’s 
business of stag films shown at private parties, to the mainstream industry of today included changes in 
government and community attitudes and technological developments. In the 1960s and 1970s in 
western countries censorship controls on pornography were progressively relaxed under the influence of 
the ‘sexual revolution’ (Jeffreys, 2009, p. 68). 

 
The twentieth-century global American ascendance, which included worldwide promotion of the ‘libertinism of 
the sexual revolution’ (Sides, 2006, p. 355), delivered the destruction of socialist states like the Soviet Union. 
Economic ‘shock and awe’ tactics paved the way for a subsequent mass traffic of women out of Eastern Europe 
into Western Europe and other northern hemisphere countries in the early 1990s. Before this, due to the above-
mentioned socialist condemnation of prostitution, women and girls had lived largely free of the trade, and in 
societies mostly exclusive of pornography (and this latter environment is still maintained in most of China 
today) (Liang & Lu, 2012). William Husband (2015) recalls that, 
 

[i]n the final months of Communism in 1991, the USSR Supreme Soviet was considering the resolution 
“Urgent Measures to Halt the Propaganda of Pornography and the Cult of Violence and Cruelty” before 
the demise of the regime rendered it moot (p. 6). 

 
The subsequent trafficking of former Soviet women into the sex industries of the capitalist world was so 
widespread in the 1990s that the ethnically stereotyped female name ‘Natasha’ came to refer to trafficking in 
general. Taking just the example of Ukrainian women, Saltanat Sulaimanova (2006) writes that the 
 

Ukrainian Ministry of Internal Affairs...estimated in 1998 that 400,000 Ukrainian women were 
trafficked during the previous decade. The estimate of the International Organization for Migration...is 
that between 1991 and 1998, 500,000 Ukrainian women had been trafficked to Western 
countries...Ukrainian women are the largest group of foreigners engaged in commercial sex work in 
Turkey (p. 54). 

 
In the same decade, post-socialist Vietnamese women underwent a similar process of prostitution-isation by 
their countrymen and others: 
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Under socialism, the state declared prostitution to be a vestige of counter-revolutionary regimes. Now, 
the new entrepreneurial class of Vietnamese men, and their business and identity practices fed the 
growth of the sex trade. These men used bought sex as an enactment of social domination befitting their 
class through the sexual domination of women (Nguyen-vo, 1998, p. viii). 

 
While women from Vietnam and the former Soviet Union joined their Thai, Filipina and Korean sisters in the 
global sex trade in the early 1990s, as the decade progressed a range of countries outside the communist block 
similarly underwent the ‘shock and awe’ of American-style capitalist economics (and war), and saw their 
female populations similarly reduced. Dismantled trade tariffs; deregulated finance, communications and 
transport industries; privatised national assets; ‘structural adjustment’ austerity programs; intensified 
urbanisation; lowered taxes; deepening wealth inequality (particularly between women and men); weakened 
border controls; predatory transnational corporate activity; and technological developments in communications 
and transport set the stage for the corruption and weakened rule of law that Nils Gilman (2016) says fuelled a 
new ‘deviant globalization’ into the twenty-first century. This involves 
 

entrepreneurs...arbitraging pre-existing differences in law enforcement or moral attitudes; that is, 
identifying goods or services that are illicit (and therefore highly valued) in one locale, and producing or 
procuring them in another locale where the moral attitudes and legal enforcements against such goods or 
services are more relaxed or limited. Moreover, once these entrepreneurs develop a secure channel for 
moving one sort of illicit good, they often diversify into trading other kinds of illicit goods, creating 
global networks. They use the profits they earn from these businesses to gain control over legitimate 
businesses (para. 9). 

 
Ideologically establishing the ‘deviance’ or ‘high value’ of this new globalization was America’s ‘libertinism of 
the sexual revolution’, which filled cultural and ideological vacuums opened up by economic- and military-
imposed shocks. Catharine MacKinnon (2006) sees American pornography as having played a concrete role in 
this process. She writes that, because ‘the international pornography traffic means that American women are 
violated and tortured and exploited through its use’, we now face a situation where ‘misogyny American style 
[now] colonizes the world’ (p. 114).  Accordingly, ‘[q]ualities characteristic of but not unique to the United 
States – including common and casual sexual violence and racism’ have been, through pornography, ‘promoted 
throughout the world as sex’ (p. 114). This core aspect of twenty-first century deviant globalization is vividly 
evident in a description from Nigeria published in 2005: 
 

The impetus to take up sex work among Nigerian girls and women has been reinforced by the whirlwind 
of globalization, which has initiated intense political and economic changes as well as social 
transformation worldwide. More social mobility, newer systems of values and lifestyles which favour 
consumption, early sexual initiation, and access to explicit sexual materials, have caused changes in the 
everyday behaviour of peoples all over the world... the changing images of the practice of sex work 
resulting from the liberalization of private life, the commercialization of sex via sex shops, pornographic 
materials, escort agencies, internet sex sites and orgies, the disappearance of semi-formal limitations and 
sanctions from state institutions, and the changing value system which has increased materialism, make 
sex work one of the acceptable ways of getting money for consumer goods (Izugbara, 2005, p. 144). 
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As the world came to be fashioned in the image of 1970s’ San Francisco,1 new turn-of-the-century trafficking 
routes emerged, including Mexican women transported to US border towns (Dalla, Baker, Defrain & 
Williamson, 2011), Nepalese girls to India (Gurung, 2014), Nigerian women to Italy (Aghatise, 2004), and girls 
from the hill tribes of Burma, Laos and China to Thailand (Feingold, 2003). The trade was bolstered by 
escalating rates of rich-world male sex tourism, such as Singaporean men in Indonesia (Williams, Lyons & 
Ford, 2008); men travelling abroad more frequently for war and business (Onnis, 2012; Maffai, 2009); male 
colonisation of urban cities (Davin, 1998; Zheng, 2009); and the development of Special Economic Zones 
globally, which are now in 4000 locations (Stead, 2016). Legacies enduring from post-war decolonisation or 
national liberation struggles in some countries rendered women, and especially indigenous women (López-
Entrambasaguas, Granero-Molina & Fernández-Sola, 2013), vulnerable to predation by their freshly politically 
empowered countrymen (Zembe, Townsend, Thorson & Ekstrom, 2013). Their collective fate is described in 
numerous Western-funded AIDS-related research studies of the past twenty years, typical of which is one about 
83 Black South African women prostituted and drug addled in Pretoria in the year 2000 of whom 
 

[a]bout 64%...reported that one or more out of their last 10 clients had been violent and 95% of these 
women reported that violent clients were often intoxicated...52% of the women reported that they had 
been beaten, cut, and/or raped by their clients in the past year. Of these, approximately 44% had been 
beaten, 19% had been cut, and 27% had been raped (Wechsberg, Luseno & Lam, 2005, p. 60). 

 
Twenty-first century globalized prostitution  
 
While the global trade in women and children between the twentieth and twenty-first centuries is marked by 
continuity, the proliferation of the internet worldwide from the turn of the century now escalates its occurrence. 
This is the case for two reasons. Firstly, internet-based promotion of businesses including sex tourism resorts 
(Todres, 1999), mail-order-bride agencies (Jones, 2011), ‘webcamming’ portals (Bleakley 2014), as well as 
domestic ‘escort’ prostitution agencies (Wells, Mitchel &Ji, 2012), afford men exponentially greater access to 
the sex industry. As noted by researchers in 2013, ‘[a]dapted by traffickers, pimps, and pornographers, the 
global reach of the Internet has facilitated sex buyers' access to prostituted women and children, thereby 
increasing sex trafficking’ (Farley, Franzblau & Kennedy, 2013, p. 1044). As a result, even rich countries like 
the US are now seeing large numbers of their young female citizens trafficked domestically into sexual 
servitude (Williamson & Prior, 2009). Prostitution business diversification, which involves the development of 
a range of ‘semi-prostitution’ feeder businesses like ‘compensated dating’ and ‘sugar daddy’ matching sites that 
lure and groom young women for entry into other parts of the industry (Swader & Vorobeva, 2015), is enabled 
by cyber-connectivity. Finckenauer and colleagues in 2012 noted that, ‘countries that have lucrative 
commercial sex venues — brothels, massage parlors, karaoke lounges, topless bars, escort services, and so on 
— and/or that are tolerant toward or have legalized prostitution[,] create a simultaneous demand and pull for 
commercial sex’ (Finckenauer & Chin, 2012, p. 3). 
 
Secondly, cyber-technologies accelerate the development of the global sex trade today because of the vastly 
expanded access to pornography that the internet delivers men, particularly in rich countries. This link between 
pornography consumption and sex industry patronage is confirmed in a number of studies (Farley, Schuckman, 
Golding, Houser, Jarrett, Qualliotine & Decker, 2011; Ng & Wong, 2016). Pornography itself comprises a form 
                                                
1 For the viewpoint that American jurisprudence unduly influences other country jurisdictions, see Van der Poll, L. 
2012. But is it speech? Making critical sense of the dominant constitutional discourse on 
pornography, morality and harm under the pervasive influence of United States first amendment. 
Potchefstroom electronic law journal (PELJ) = Potchefstroomse elektroniese regsblad (PER), 
15(2):417-452 [http://www.nwu.ac.za/p-per/index.html] 
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of prostitution, moreover, because, as Jeffreys (2009, p. 2) notes, pornography is different from other forms of 
prostitution only by virtue of its filmed mode: it still ‘involves payment to girls and women for sexual access’.2 
Women are increasingly trafficked to achieve this access, and so the manufacture of pornography is recognised 
as a new driver of the global sex trade (Bailey & Shayan, 2016). Further, Catharine MacKinnon (2005) 
highlights the fact that pornography itself, as a product that is traded, actually enacts sex trafficking: 
 

...pornography is one way women and children are trafficked for sex. To make visual pornography, the 
bulk of the industry's products, real women and children, and some men, are rented out for use in 
commercial sex acts. In the resulting materials, these people are then conveyed and sold for a buyer's 
sexual use. The injuries inflicted on real people to make the materials…[comprise] the trafficking 
constituted by the exhibition, distribution, sale, and purchase of [such] materials… (p. 993) 

 
Contemporary revival of the gendered anti-slavery movement 
 
As discussed, the twenty-first century anti-trafficking movement, different from that of the nineteenth century, 
sees the sex industry as equivalent to any other industry into which people might be contracted for labour, or, 
alternatively, trafficked. It problematizes the latter but not the former. In other words, prostitution, even when 
organized by a third party, is conceptualised not as sexual slavery but as work. Only when this ‘work’ is subject 
to non payment or force does the contemporary movement recognise it as a potential crime of trafficking. While 
this understanding of trafficking has not been upheld by all of the appointed United Nations Special 
Rapporteurs on trafficking in persons, especially women and children,3 it does appear to be so by the incumbent 
Maria Grazia Giammarinaro. Across the breadth of her publicly written and spoken statements, concern about 
trafficking appears to centre wholly on the non-payment of wages (Freedom Network Commnity, 2016). In this 
way, while representatives of international organisations studiously delink trafficking from an anti-prostitution 
perspective, they are supported by the range of global organisations that emerged in the early 1990s, including 
the Network of Sex Work Projects and the Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women. They are further 
supported by researchers in Western academic institutions who have, over the past twenty years, produced 
scholarship creating great distance between trafficking and the organisation of women and children for 
prostitution through emphasising the ‘choice’ and ‘agency’ that is exercised by prostituted people. The notion is 
fetishised in scholarship to such an extent that even women sexually enslaved in brothels located within the 
grounds of Nazi concentration camps are these days deemed to have benefited from the experience: 
 

...the brothel was not simply a location where sexual intercourse occurred but rather an available 
physical space where both men and women were able to resist the processes of dehumanization. Sex and 
intimacy became a survival tactic that...should be considered another facet of “mutual assistance” —that 
is the formation of relationships between individuals for both material and emotional support...sex, even 
in the SS -supervised brothels, was not always abusive and in some cases helped prisoners to resist 
dehumanization and to reinvigorate them by providing the support needed to survive (Anderson Hughes, 
2011, p. 21). 

 
The understanding of trafficking as wholly delinked from the business of prostitution manifests in domestic 
country legislation tackling the crime. The Australian government, for example, in its federal anti-trafficking 
legislation, no longer deems trafficking into prostitution a special category of the crime. In line with this 

                                                
2 See also Meagan Tyler, Harms of production: theorising pornography as a form of prostitution. Women's 
Studies International Forum 48, 114-123, 2015. 
3 Sigma Huda did not during her service as Rapporteur between 2004 and 2007. 
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equalising view of prostitution relative to all other legal industry sectors, countries like Australia, Germany, the 
Netherlands and New Zealand maintain deregulated domestic sex industries and classify their proponents as 
business managers and consumers. 
 
In parallel to these developments, since the turn of the century, there has, on the other hand, been a concurrent 
revival of the nineteenth century view of trafficking as the business of prostitution. This revival began in 1999 
when the Swedish government passed a law criminalising all sex industry proponents, including customers, and 
simultaneously decriminalised prostituted people. Policymakers deemed prostitution a practice of gender 
inequality, and designed public and school education programs as to the human rights harms of prostitution. 
Under Sweden’s policy, prostituted people are afforded wide-ranging rights to welfare services and provisions. 
South Korea followed Sweden in enacting a similar policy in 2004, and then Norway (2009), Iceland (2010), 
Northern Ireland (2014), Canada (2015), France (2016) and Ireland (2017) all followed suit. This policymaking 
approach, commonly known as the ‘Nordic model’, emerged in response to worsening rates of trafficking, 
especially in Europe, and growing problems of organised crime and violence against women. It is an approach 
supported by both radical feminists and Christians, and particularly by Catholics since the appointment of Pope 
Francis who has made public gestures against the sex trade (Rome Reports, 2016). 
 
International civil society support for the policy centres on the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women, which 
was founded in the US in 1988 with the support of abolitionist campaigners and organisations worldwide. 
These campaigners from early on subscribed to the nineteenth-century view of trafficking as the ‘supply chain 
for prostitution’ (Jeffreys, 2009, p. 155), and so saw prostitution as inevitably generating demand for 
trafficking, as explained by Melissa Farley (2009): 
  
         ...theoretical distinctions between prostitution and trafficking simply do not exist in the real world.         
 Men’s demand for trafficked women cannot be distinguished from the demand for prostitution. The         
 same qualities in women that are sought by men who buy sex are also risk factors for trafficking; for         
 example young age, low price, foreigner or ‘exotic’, and inability to speak the local language (p. 314). 
 
Conversely, this view is unyielding of the possibility of trafficking taking place in the absence of prostitution 
because 'what we call sex trafficking is nothing more or less than globalized prostitution', in Dorchen 
Leidholdt's  (2004, p. 177) words. It is a view of trafficking defined by MacKinnon (2011) as the 
‘transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of a human being for purposes of sexual exploitation: it is 
straight-up pimping’(p. 279). In this formulation, in MacKinnon’s (2011) words, the ‘sine qua non of 
trafficking...is third-party involvement’ (pp. 299-300). In other words, trafficking is a transactional crime 
whereby a third-party arranges another for prostitution by a customer (i.e., a prostitution buyer). Elements of 
'transport' or 'transfer' attending the crime are understood relationally--they refer to the minimally triadic 
relationship existing between a pimp, prostituted person and a customer. The prostituted person is 'transferred' 
between the pimp and the customer; she is 'transported' from one to the other, or passed between the seller and 
the buyer like a transacted product or service. Activities bringing about this transaction comprise crimes of 
trafficking--carried out by various third parties including brokers, pimps, and procurers--and their consequential 
element is the sexual use of the trafficked person by the end-user who is the prostitution customer. Rather than 
a distorted form of migration, or an industrial problem attaching to the new globalised world of work, therefore, 
in the revivalist view, trafficking is the means by which the global sex trade is organised. 
 
What causes the globalization of prostitution? 
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Poverty, dislocation and female desperation are routinely cited in explanation of prostitution, as well as the 
trafficking that organises the trade. Rarely, however, is the question asked: in that case, how might women be 
enacting their own prostitution? In other words, how can any aspect of women--their circumstance, 
background, personal disposition or anything else--really be understood as causing prostitution? After all, as 
MacKinnon (2011) writes, sex industry customers ‘are why this industry exists’; it is ‘[b]ecause of johns—
called ‘tricks’, or ‘dates’, ‘punters’ in the U.K…[that] women are in prostitution” (p. 282). ‘If no one demanded 
the purchase of female bodies for sex, pimps would not supply them’, in Swanee Hunt’s words (2013, p. 2). It 
is taken as axiomatic that women will be organised in prostitution whenever they are poor, and that trafficking 
is worsening because escalating numbers of women and children worldwide are affected by neoliberal 
economic policies of austerity, dislocation and disadvantage. But, parallel to these global developments, what 
has caused growing numbers of men to prostitute women at greater frequency over the past fifty years, if we see 
the global sex industry as having burgeoned during this period? In other words, what has accelerated demand 
for prostitution among men? At this particular historical juncture, what has caused the fashion to emerge among 
men that buying someone for sex might be thought reasonable, or even desirable? Is it simply the case that, in 
biologically essentialist terms, demand was always there, and the workings of capitalism just caused the fetters 
to come off? Is it really the case that latent prostitution demand always lies dormant in men? 
 
A number of commentators propose answers to these questions. Jeffreys (2009), for example, referring to 
prostitution directly, suggests that ‘men can be compensated for the loss of their status in countries where 
women have made strides towards equality, by outsourcing women’s subordination to be consumed elsewhere 
or from imported poor women’ (p. 6).4 Jeffreys believes that ‘traditional’ forms of patriarchal control of 
women, such as that within subsistence or tribal forms of community organisation, with the incursion of 
capitalistic, ‘modern’ social pressures, crumbled, and formerly stable hierarchical sexual relations were 
undermined. Accordingly, men have sought to regain their gender-based standing through perpetrating 
prostitution and other ‘public’ forms of violence against women. In a different but related explanation, 
researchers in 2004 suggested that greater opportunity for travel outside of home environments, and the 
weakening of constraining factors such as familiarity and community scrutiny that the travel entails, facilitates 
greater rates of male prostitution buying (Askew & Cohen, 2004). 
 
Weakening forms of local, community-based socialisation of men and boys is being replaced, on the other 
hand, by strengthening all-male cyber communities that are structured around pornography consumption and 
the sexual exploitation of women and children. These communities can positively reinforce sexually 
dominating behaviours that might have previously been suppressed as destructive to local community relations 
of dependence. With positive reinforcement comes normalisation: a study of participants in an online reviewer 
forum for sex industry customers found that prostitution ‘[c]lients develop a dominant market fatalist approach 
to exchanges with sex workers, so that prostitution is constructed as “just happening” [and] paralleling 
everyday consumption practices’(Adriaenssens, 2010, p.1). This banal sexual trading of women and children 
within the context of men’s everyday lives as consumers is a twenty-first century reality that the gendered anti-
slavery movements of neither the nineteenth nor the twentieth centuries have been able to prevent. 
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